




ALDBURY PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING
Held in Aldbury Memorial Hall
Monday 11th May 2026 at 8pm

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Webb (Chair), Cllr Warren (Vice Chair), Cllr McCarthy, Cllr White, Cllr Houghton, Cllr Brooks and Cllr Paterson. 

In Attendance: Gosia Turczyn – Aldbury Parish Clerk and four members of the public

26/045		Election of Chair
		To elect a Chair for the year 2026/27 and sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr McCarthy and seconded by Cllr White to elect Cllr Webb as Chair to the Council, unanimous decision. He duly signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

26/046		Election of Vice Chair 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr McCarthy to elect Cllr Warren as Vice Chair, unanimous decision. 

26/047		Apologies
To receive and accept apologies for absence. 
The Council received and accepted apologies sent by Cllr de la Bedoyere.

26/048 	Declaration of Interests and update of Register of Members’ Interests

a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. 
Cllrs Patreson, White and Brooks declared an interest in allotments as tenants. 
b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests.
None. 
c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.
None.
d) To confirm accuracy of Register of Pecuniary Interests.
Members had confirmed the accuracy. 

26/049	Public Matters
	To receive questions from members of the public and press on items included on this agenda (max 15 min). 
1. Members of the public raised ongoing concerns regarding cyclists riding at speed on public footpaths, creating a safety risk for pedestrians. Complaints had previously been raised with County Councillor Symington, Dacorum Borough Council and the local MP concerning the condition of Rights of Way (ROW). Residents highlighted that many footpaths lack adequate signage, while existing signage and fencing are damaged and have not been reinstated despite reports being made.
Members of the public suggested that the installation of metal kissing gates at the principal access points to Footpath no 4 (by Bridleway no 9) may help deter cyclists from using the public footpath unlawfully. The Council requested that attendees submit a formal proposal for consideration at the June meeting and agreed to seek advice and agreement from HCC Highways. 
2. A member of the public raised queries about the management of the allotments, as he was unclear about who to contact with questions regarding the allotments. He said that the recent allotment water supply survey had been distributed too late for people to respond and that he was disappointed the project had gone ahead without input from plot holders, particularly regarding the proposed locations of the water troughs.
Cllr Paterson agreed with this comment and added that the Council had recognised the need to improve the water supply around a year earlier. He further stated that the project was still a work in progress and that several areas still required clearing and levelling which will require time and rainfall to settle the soil. Cllr Brooks added that there was still some restoration work to be completed. A member of the public further stated that the Council should consider access for elderly tenants who use mobility scooters to collect water from the troughs. Cllr Paterson said that he would contact the tenant directly to discuss a solution to improve accessibility. The Council acknowledged that, going forward, all consultations with stakeholders will be carried out well in advance to ensure proper planning and engagement.
26/050 	Minutes
To confirm the Minutes of Aldbury Parish Council Meeting held on 13th April 2026 as an accurate record of proceedings. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr McCarthy that the minutes were a true and accurate record of proceedings and were to be duly signed by the Chair. 

26/051		Meeting Dates – appendix 1
		To agree meeting dates for 2027.
	             Resolved, unanimous decision. 
		
26/052		Reports to the Council.
a) Warden’s report – appendix 2
To note the report and approve expenditure if required.
The report was noted. The Clerk will contact Clayton Rae at DBC to follow up on all outstanding matters, including the damaged timber kissing gate (FP58) near the Greening Farm bridleway.
b) Clerk’s report; items for information only – appendix 3
The Clerk reported that she had liaised with both the grass-cutting contractor and the resident who had previously raised concerns regarding the use of machinery. The contractor confirmed that the grass on that strip will be cut using a hand strimmer.
c) Hertfordshire police – report from PCSO. 
No report was received. The Clerk will contact the PCSO to request whether additional patrols could be arranged in Aldbury on Sundays, when the village experiences a high volume of cyclists.

26/053		Appointment of Representatives on Committees and Working Groups – Appendix 4
To agree standing committees and working groups, including membership and election of Chair or lead:
a) Staff Committee
(i) To elect a Chair 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Brooks seconded by Cllr Houghton to elect Cllr Webb as a Chair of the staff committee. 
(ii) To elect a Vice Chair
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren seconded by Cllr Webb to elect Cllr Houghton as a Vice Chair of the staff committee. 
(iii) To agree membership and terms of reference
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb seconded by Cllr Brooks.
b) Finance working group
To agree membership and terms of reference.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr White, it was also resolved for Cllr de la Bedoyere to be the third member. 
c) Aldbury Sports Club working group
To agree membership, terms of reference and Sports & Recreation resident survey.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Brooks, seconded by Cllr Warren and agreed unanimously. 
Cllr Webb updated the Council on the recent meeting with the Aldbury Sports Club and reported that the club’s finances are no longer sustainable. He added that the club appears to recognise that changes to its overall governance arrangements are required. A follow-up meeting will be scheduled once responses to the survey have been reviewed.
d) Ashridge Estate Committee liaison
To appoint a representative.
It was resolved unanimously to appoint Cllr Brooks as the APC representative on the Ashridge Estate Committee.

26/054 	Aldbury Parish responsibilities – Appendix 5
		To review and agree individual and geographical area of responsibility on the Council.

The Council agreed the following:

1. IT Support – Cllrs de la Bedoyere and White
2. Aldbury Allotments – Cllr Paterson, Cllr Brooks and the clerk – general administration/allotment inspection
3. Footpaths and Highways – Cllrs Webb, White and Brooks
4. Tring Station Playground – Cllr Warren
5. Aldbury Playground -the clerk
6. Tennis Court administration – the clerk
7. Pond –The pond working group
8. Community Litter Pick – Cllr Houghton

           	      Planning – geographical area of responsibility:

1. Tring Station – Cllrs McCarthy and Warren
2. Stocks Rd – Cllr White
3. Aldbury Village Green and Station Rd –Cllr Brooks
4. Stoneycroft – Cllr Paterson
5. Toms Hill, Toms Hill Close and Beechwood Drive – Cllr de la Bedoyere
6. Trooper Rd and Newground Rd – Cllr Webb
7. Malting Lane – Cllr Houghton



26/055	Planning Matters and Consultations – to consider comments on the following:

a) Application(s) received:

· 26/00970/LBC Replace existing 1st floor rear window with new double glazed timber window, lowering its sill height. Addition of a new black painted steel balustrade into our garden. Laundry Cottage 28 Malting Lane Aldbury Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5RH No comment. 

b) To consider and approve any Parish Council responses to any planning
applications received during the period after which the agenda was 
published. Those applications will be added in the Clerk’s report and can be found on www.aldburyparish.org.uk in the Meetings tab. 
None. 

c) Decision(s) issued by Dacorum Borough Council:
None.

d)         Land East of Tring, known as Marshcroft (Allocation reference: Tr03)
The Council have submitted a note on their position in relation to the proposed allocation Tr03 Land East of Tring following the recent decision on the Planning Application for this site. The document DBC/ED59:  Council’s position on Policy Tr03 Land east of Tring is available in the examination documents via the link  https://letstalk.dacorum.gov.uk/examination-documents. Responses to be submitted by 5 pm 13th May 2026. 

26/056	        Aldbury Parish Council Insurance Policy
To approve the insurance renewal with Clear Councils, underwritten by Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc, at a cost of £779.45 (inclusive of Insurance Premium Tax and Administration Fee).
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Houghton to approve the above, unanimous decision. The Clerk will obtain a renewal quotation for cyber security insurance for consideration at the June meeting ahead of the renewal date on 10 June.
    
26/057	         Internal Controls – Governance, Policies and Procedures – Appendix 6
	         To review and approve the following documents:
a) Code of Conduct
b) Standing Orders
c) Financial Regulations
d) Financial Management and Risk Assessment
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr McCarthy to approve all the above documents. 

26/058          Allotments and Open Spaces
a) To receive a verbal update from Cllr Paterson on the water supply upgrade project. 
Cllr Paterson reported that over the bank holiday weekend, a group including council members completed improvement works at the allotments. This included installing four new water troughs, adding two pipes, relocating two troughs to improve water access, fitting a new stopcock, and removing part of an old water system. They also cleared an overgrown, uncultivated plot.
He said feedback from allotment users was mostly positive. The Council thanked all that worked on the project for a job well done. It was noted that the project has gone over budget, with final costs to be confirmed at the June meeting once all invoices have been received by the Clerk.
b) To agree the location and approve an expenditure for a sign at the allotments.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Warren, to approve expenditure of up to £200 for a sign. The wording is to include “Caution: Children” and “No Unauthorised Vehicular Access.”
c) To approve £262 on anti-graffiti paint to paint the Pavillion wall.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb seconded by Cllr White, unanimously agreed. 
d) To approve an expenditure for a tennis court sign. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Houghton and seconded by Cllr Brooks, to approve expenditure of up to £200. The decision was unanimously agreed. Cllr Houghton will agree the wording of the sign with the Clerk. 

26/059	          Aldbury Street Lights
	          To discuss outstanding matters and approve expenditure if required.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Houghton to progress to phase 2 and approve an expenditure up to £3,500. The decision was unanimously agreed. 

26/060          20mph Scheme for Aldbury
	To note that HCC Highways is currently undertaking a consultation on the proposed 20mph zone for the village. Residents are encouraged to review the proposal and submit their responses as part of the consultation process. 
                     		
26/061          Financial Matters and Audit – appendix 7
a) To review and note the accounts including bank reconciliation, bank statement.
The accounts were noted and agreed and were to be duly signed by the Chair. 
b) To note receipt of income including the Precept and Grants.
               Income received in April 2026:
· [bookmark: _Hlk214970170]CCLA Investment – Interest £143.95
· Tennis Club - £20
· Allotment rent – new tenant (50% discount as tenancy taken after March) - £15
· Dacorum Borough Council Precept - £35,638.23
· Dacorum Borough Council Concurrent Services Grant - £7,066.26
· Dacorum Borough Council Warden Grant - £590.52
c) To pass resolution to authorise schedule of payments.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Warren to approve the schedule of payments listed below:

	BACS/DD/SO presented for payment at the meeting on 11 May 2026:

	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT including VAT where applicable

	M Turczyn (Clerk) 
	Salary and HCC Pension contributions –  April (Salary paid on 27.04.2026)
	
£1,533.33

	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerk’s PAYE/NI April
	£184.28

	McVeigh Parker 
	Allotment water project materials
	£816.88

	McVeigh Parker
	Allotment water project 4 troughs and 4 service boxes (paid on 27.04.2026)
	£792.10

	HAPTC
	Internal Audit 2025-26 fee
	£360.64

	Npower (DD)
	Street light power (paid on 23.04.2026)
	£174.79

	Npower (DD)
	Street light power 
	£142.55

	Cllr James Paterson
	Reimbursement for materials / allotment water project
	£90.48

	Mickey Boyce
	Operator – trench excavation / allotment water project (Paid by Cllr James Paterson on work completion, reimbursement to Cllr Paterson)
	£300.00

	Berkhamsted Plant and Tool Hire
	JCB digger 1 week hire / allotment water project (paid on 24.04.2026)
	£330.00

	Luke Mabbett
	Work to allotment hedges and trees (paid on 27.04.2026)
	£625.00

	Anglo Dutch 
	Payroll provider (paid on 27.04.2026)
	£72.00

	M Turczyn
	Clerk’s mileage expenses
	£43.20

























d) To receive and note the Internal Auditors’ Report for 2025-26 and any recommendations arising. 
The Council received and noted the report and will send a formal response after reviewing the recommendations.
e) To approve the final accounts for Year Ended 31st March 2026. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Brooks to approve the above.
f) To approve AGAR Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2025-26.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Warren to approve the above, unanimous decision. 
g) To approve AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statements 2025-26.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Warren to approve the above, unanimous decision. 
h) To approve the Explanation of Variances 2025-26.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Webb to approve the above, unanimous decision. 
i) To approve the dates for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights to be commencing on Wednesday 3rd June and ending on Tuesday 14th July 2026 and to confirm the date the Notice is to be published on the Council’s website and noticeboards. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Brooks and seconded by Cllr Paterson to approve the above. The notice will be published on 13th May 2026.
j) To note that all required documents will be submitted to the external auditor and published on the Council’s website and noticeboards – actioned by the Clerk.
This was noted.

  26/062 	Meeting close. 21: 42.


Next Parish Council meeting will be held on 1st June 2026 at 8 pm.
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